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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSI '
IN THE MATTER OF:

COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN CLUB; OHIO REPUBLICAN
PARTY; OHIO DPEMOCRATIC PARTY.
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1. As explained more fully below, the Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC) % May 2:
2012 violated the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA), 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a), by pMViding thc
Ohio Republican Party "and Ohio Democratic Party, and their presumptive. présidential
candidates, Mitt Romney and Barack Obama, respectively, corporate campaign contributions.
The Ohio Republican Party and Ohio Democratic Party are also in violation of the FECA
because they participated in arranging, and accepting, these unlawful corporate campaign
contributions. See 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a).

2. As explained more fully below, CMC violated the FECA and its implementing
regulations by inviting, authorizing and allowing both the Ohio Republican. Party and the Ohio
Republican Party, through their chairs, Robeit T. Bennett and Chris Redfern, respectively, to
make campaign-related speeches to an unrestricted audience that included the:general public. See
FEC Advisery Opinion 1996-11. CMC accomplished this illegal end by staging a "forum,"
which closely resembled a debate, between Benneit and Redfern on May 23, 2012, which was
advertised by CMC as "Presidential Politics in O-H-1-O," and which the general public was
invited and allowed to attend. Further, CMC filmed (i.e., electronically capturing through video
and audio recording) the forum in its entirety with plans to post this filming (as described above)
on its unrestricted web page, which is epen to and available to. the general public, and to have
broadcast by the Ohio News Network. See generally 11 €.F.R. § 114.4(c) (describing speech
corporations may distribute ta the general public); 11 C.F.R. §§ 114.3(c)(2) and 114.4(b)(1)
(describing permissible campaign-related speech delivared to restricted audiences). See also 11
C.F.R. § 114.4(e) (applying I C.FR. § 114.4(b)'s limitations to non-profit membership
organizations).
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3. As explained more fully below, CMC's posting of the forum filming on its and other
unrestricted web pages, and its expressed infent to deliver the film to the Ohio News Network,
separately and independently violate the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § #41b(a), because they constitute
"something of value" donated to the Ohip Republican Party, the Ohio. Democratic- Party, and
their respactive candidatés' campaigns. See FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11 (statirig that non-
profit membership corporition cannot invite publie to: hear campaign-related speeches by offica-
holders or their representatives at a corporation-spansored meeting).

4. As explained more: fully below, the Ohio Republican Party and the Ohio Democratic
Party are in violation of the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a), bécause they knowingly accepted and/or
continued to accept the aforementioned corporate contributions.

5. Complainant has been, and continues to be, injured by CMC's illegal campaign
contributions to the Ohio Republican Party and the Ohie Democratic Party, and their respective
presidential candidates, because CMC's actiona skew the political process in Ohio, benefit the
two established parties at the expense of emerging ballot-qualified parties in Ohio—including the
Libertarian, Constitution, Secialist, and Green Parties, all of which are ballot-qualified and heve
(or will have) qualified candidates for Ohio's 2012 United States presidential race—and
perpetuate the public illusion of a two-party system in Ghio. Further, CMC's actions have misled
the electorate into believing that a true debate or forum was staged between “the two candidates”
for President in Ohio, thereby injuring Ohio’s other qualified party candidates and their
supporters/voters.

COMPLAINANT

6. Mark R. Brown is a registered voter in Ohio who routinely votes for qualified minor-
party candidates in Ohio, including those qualified candidates of the Socialist Party, Green Party
and Libertarian Party, and who intends to vote for one of Ohic’s mirot-party candidates for
President of the United States in November 2012. His mailing address is: Mark R. Brown,

RESPONDENTS

7. Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC) is a non-profit corporation, see
http://www2.s0s.state.oh.us/pls/bsqry/f?p=100:7:2168223728858443::NO:7:P7_CHARTER_NU
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M:483025 (reporting that CMC is a non-profit corpotation),' orgahized under the laws of Ohio.?
Its mailing address is: Columbus Metropolitan Club, c/o Jane Ann Scott, 100 E. Broad
Street, Suite 2350, Columbus, OH 43215.

8. The Ohio Republican Party is an affiliate of the national Reépublican Party which is
poised to hominate Mitt Ramney as its presideritial candidaté. Raobert T. Bennett is thie:chair nf
the Ohio Republican Party. The Ohio Republican Party's address is: Ohio. Republican Pgrty,
211 South Fifth Street, Columbus, OH 4321S.

9. The Ohio Democratic Party is an affiliate of the national Deimoeratic Paity which is
poised to nominate Barack Obama as its presidential candidate. Chris Redfern is the chair of the
Ohio Democratic Party. The Ohio Demacratic Party's address is: Oliio Democratic Party, 340
East Fulton Street, Columbus, OH 43218.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

10.  The Ohio Republican Party's arid Ohio Democratic Party's chairs, Bob Beénnett and Chris
Redfern, respectively, were both invited by the CMC to deliver presentations, together, at a
lunicheon provided by, and paid for, by the CMC. See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles
covered again al  debate, COLUMBUS DiSPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4,
http://www.dispatch.conv/coritent/storiés/local/20 | 2/05/24/past-|ntraparty-squabbles-cwemd
again-at-debate.html| (Attackmerit A).

11.  The joint presentation described in § 10 was advertised by the CMC on its web page as
addressing "Presidential Politics in O-H-1-0." See
hittp://wwi.columbusmetraclub.org/Default.aspx?pageld=493 13&eventld=4891 74&EvenitView
Mode=EventDetails (CMC advertisement for forum) (last visited May25; 2012) (Attachment B). -

12, .CMC claimed in the advertisement described in { 11 that the joint presentation would
address "[t]he economy, taxes, health care, educhtion, social rights, and individual freedoms;

! According to prior filings with the Commission, CMC is a 501(c)(3) corporation within the meaning of the Internal
Revenue Code. See MUR 5642; MUR 6111 (describing CMC as 501(c)(3) corperation).

2 CMC's charter on file with the Ohio Secretary of State does not reveal whether it IS a non-proﬁt membershlp
corporation within the meaning of the federal election laws: A “th

corporation, Complainant's charges remain the- same: -
membership oatporations and other non-profh corpermions
Compare 11 C.F.R. §§ 114.3(c) & 114, 4(b) (descnbmg,
114.4(e)(describing requirements for membership corporations). Ncuher.typg irporation is.allowed: to facilitate:
the campaign-related speech of candidates and/or parties by distributing it to the general publlc
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take your pick." See
http://www.columbusmetroclub.erg/Default.aspx ?pageld=493 13 &eventld=4891 74&EventView
Mode=EventDetails (CMC advertisement for foruin) (last visited May 25, 2012) (Attachment B).
Further, the advartisement stated: "It ail cdmeés down to choosing ari R or.@ D @iid who-bietter to
discuss the process than State Political Party Chairmen Cliris Radfern ind Bob Befitiett?" Id.

13.  The joint presentation, according to -the advertisement described in § 11 was to be a
"discussion" "[hJosted by" the local news director at WOQSU, Mike Thompson. See
http://www.columbusmetroclub.org/Default.aspx?pageld=493.1 3&eventld=489174&EventView

Mode=EventDetails (CMC advertisement for forum)-(last visited May 25, 2012) (Attachmeént B).

14,  Mike: Thompsan, in fact, hosted the discussion and according. to news reports "quizzed"
the two speakers, Bennett and Redfern. See Joe¢ Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles covered
again at debate, CoLuMBUS DISPATCH, ‘May 24, 2012, B4,
hitp://www.dispstch.com/conteny’ smncs/locaHZOl2/05/24/past-|ntrapany-squabbles—covered-
again-at-debate.html (Attachment A).

I15. It was reported that “The chairmen spent most of their time before the Columbus
Metropolitan Club talking national politics." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate
Top Issues Going Into  Election, 897 NPR News, May 24, 2012
(http://beta.wosu.org/news/2012/05/24/state-party-chairmen-debite-top-issues-going-inteé-
election/) (Attachment D).

16. In responsé to one question from Thompsor, Bennett, the Republican Party cliair,
reportedly. stated, "l think President Obama is bringing the (Ohio Republican) party together."
See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May
24, 2012, B4, hup:/www.dispatch.com/content/storizs/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-
squabbles-covered-again-at-lebate.htm! (Attachment A).

17.  Bennett reportedly stated at the Forum described int § 10 that the "Obaina-directed bailout
of General Motors and Chrysler was 'a bad thing'." See Joe Vitdon, Past Intraparty squabbles
covered again at -debate, CoOLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4,
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-covered-
again-at-debate.html (Attachment A).

18.  Bennett reportedly stated at the forum described in § 10 that "he would 'be very surprised
if we have a gender gap', with more women vating for Obama then Romney." See Joé. Vardon,
Past Intraparty squabbles covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4,
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-covered-
again-at-debate.html (Attachment A).
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19.  When asked by Thompson "if he's pleased with Mitt Romney as the GOP presidential
nominee," Bennett responded, “Absolutely." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate
Top Issues Going Into  Election, 89.7 NPR News, May 24, 2012
(http://beta.wosu.org/news/2012/05/24/state-party-ohairmen-debate-top-issues-going-into-
election/) (Attachment D). “] think he’s...he will appeal to-not only thc sacial conservatives and
the fiscal conservatives and the Tea Party people within the party, but he*ll be able to reach out
and attract a number of independents.” /d.

20.  Redfern reportedly stated that "more Ohjoans are working today than were in January of
2009 when (Obama's) hand came off the Bible." See Joe Vardon, Past Intraparty squabbles

covered again at  debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24, 2012, B4,
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-sqnabbles-covered-

‘again-at-debate.html (Attachment A).

21.  Redfern also. was reported to have stated that "he’s also happy with Barack Obama as a
president and a candidate." See Karen Kasler, State Party Chairmen Debate Top Issues Going
Into Election, 89.7 NPR News, May 24, 2042 (http://beta.wasu.org/news/2012/05/24/state-party-
chairmen-debate-top-issues-going-into-election/) (Attachment D), Redfern is quoted as having
statéd: “The president’s leadership and the leadership of théseé who joinéd hiii in the Congress
have meant that moré Ohioans are working today than there were. in Jariuary 2009 wheh his hand
came off the Bible. There are more Ohioans today covered by health care when there wete when
the president’s hand came off the Bibte. And I think we should alf celebrate that.” /d.

22.  The discussion described in § 10 was reperted to be a "53-minute debate." See Joe
Vardon; Past Inivaparty squabbles covered again at debate, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, May 24,
2012, B4, Hhttp://www.dispatch.com/contentstoriestiocal/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-
covered-again-at-débate.html (Attachment A).

23.  Carnpaign-related speech, within the meaning of the FECA, its implementing regulations,
and the FEC's Advisory Opinions, see, e.g., Advisory Opinion 1996-11, was preseried by both
Bennett and Redfern at the forum described in § 10.

24.  The general publie was invited to attond the discussion described in § 10 at a cost of
$40.00 per person. : See
http://www.colufribusmetroclub.org/Default.aspx?pageld=49313&eventld=489174&EventView
Mode=EventDetails (CMC:advertisement for forum) (last visitéed May 25, 2012)-(Attachment B)
(stating that rogistration for the luncheon was open to the "Public -~ $40.00 (USD)" "Public:
Table of 10 -- $400.00 (USD)" and "Public Table of 8 -- $320.00 (USD)").

25. Andrew Campbell, the Program Director tor the CMC, admitted in an e-mail to
Complainant on May 24, 2012 that the "Club holds luncheon forums every Wednesday ... [and]
We are always open to the public and to our members ...." See Attachment C.
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26. Complainant has no personal knowledge as to whether members of the public attended
the discussion described in ] 10; however, in his e-rnail dated May 24, 2012 to Complainant, Mr.
Campbell admitted that the discussion described in § 10 was slated for further public
dissemination over the public airwaveés dand the Internet: "Yesterdays jprogram will air on the
Ohia News Network, ONN, and will be posted in our archives via YouTube by end of day
tomorrow."” See Aftachment C,

27.  The discussion described in ] 10 was posted on YouTube, accessible through a. link on
the CMC's web page, on June 1, 2012. See http:/www.youtube.com/adrewbart (last. visited on. -
June 2, 2012 (Attachment E). It is clear from viewing the discussion that Bennett-and Redfern
engaged in campaign-related speech. The general public is therefore.able to view and hear this
campaign-related speech of Bennett and Redfern free-of-charge through the link on EMC's web
page.

28. CMC's accompanying description of the discussion described in § 10,which it made
available to the general public through its web page and link to YouTube described in§ 27,
stated:

With Ohio continuing to be a key swing state, there is the expectation of multiple visits
from both presidential candidates between now and the November election. As Ohioans,
it gives us a small sense of pride that to get the extra attention, but what makes Ohio so
important to the national electoral scene?

Long-time "policitos” and state- chairmen of their respective perties, Demecrat Chris
Redfern and Republican Bob Bennett will share the stage for a discussion moderated by
WOSU Public Media's news director Mike Thompson at the May 23 CMC luncheon
forum,

How do the state party organizations work with the national election committees?
With limited time (although it seems like forever), where are the political operatives
directing their efforts? The superpacs of 2012 will be sending their own 'messa_ges about
issues, candidates and parties, but will this unlimited influx of money change the political
game?

The stakes are high. in Ohio, especially for Bob Benneit since a Republican has nevor
won a presidential elaction withast -winning Ohio. Following a recent shake-up in the
Ohio GOP feadership, Bennett is serving as chairman again, after a three-yeai break.
Previously he held that position as the longest-serving chairman of the Ohio Republican
Party, leading the organization fram1988--2009.
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A former Ohio State Representative in the 80th district, Redfern has been chair of the
Ohio Democratic Party since 2005, His leadership strategy. has been: to.gain voters is all
88 Ohio counties, not just concentrating on specific types or geography of voters but on
all Ohioans. )

See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqYbnd3wWIM (last visited June 2, 2012) (Attachment
F).

29.  Complainant has no personal kniowledge whether the plan described in § 26 to have the
Ohio News Network broadcast the forum described in § 10 has been carried out.

30.  ©Ohio has five additional nualificd parties, tho Constitution Party, the Goean Party, the
Socialist Party, America Elects, and the Libertarian Party, with full access to Ohio’s 2012
presidential election ballot; at least two of these parties, the Socialist Party and the Libertarian
Paity, have already selected tieir presidential ¢andidates. Afi five of these parties are in exactly
the sa:na positioss, or better, than the Democratic and Rapublican Parties in Ohio.

31.  Complainant has personal knowledge that none. of the parties deseribed in § 30 was
invited or allowed to participate in the discussion described in § 10. See also Attachment C (Mr.
Campbell states in his May 24, 2012 e-mail to Complainant that. "Bennett and Redfern were
invited to speak at the forum because they clearly have knowledge and expertise in the, political
arena and the conversation -- particularly related to the presidential election in this case -- is
relevant to the oo.mmhnity.").

32.  The CMC, through its Program Director, Andrew Campbell, admitted in an e-mail sent to
Complainant on May 24, 2012 that the CMC's forum, described in § i0, "was not.a debate ... and
was certainly not 'official’ since neither participant is running for president nor do they directly
represent campaigns.”" See Attachment C,

33.  Thé CMC, through its Prograrm Director, Andrew Campbell, admitted in an e-mail sent to
Complainant on May 24, 2012 that the CMC's forum, described in § 10, was not staged as a
debate using publicly-stated, pre-existing objective -criteria. > See Attachment C ("When. the:
Metropolitan Club does program an actual campaign. debate -- and we will do several in the -
coming ¢lection year --we have very specific guidelines for candidate particlpation.”).

34.  CMC, through its Executive Direcior, Jane Scott, justified its forum in an e-mail to
Complainant dated May 24, 2012 by arguing:

3 Were the forum descnbed in.§ 10-a properly orgamzed debate, see 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(f), it. could have been

lawfully opened to the general public. Properly organizing-a debate: within the. Iramework of federal elestion laws,.
however, requires that staging organizations, among other 'thmgs, employ publicly-stated pre-existing, objective
criteria to select the candidates who participate. CMC: admits it did riot do this:

7
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First .and most importantly, the FEC has now ruled — twice. — that the Club is a public
forum where candidates or party representatives. can oppear and discuss ongoing
campaigns withoat the Club making an illegal eorparate contribution to any candidte or
party.

Second, the Supreme Court in the Citizens United case. held that corporation’s have a-
First Amendment right to speak to the gerieral public with régard to- specific candidates.
The FEC regulations cited by Mr. Brown were all called into question by Citizéns United
and, in fact, the FEC has ‘issued proposed reguldtions that would- répeal or substantially
revise those regulations. While these regulations are being revised, the FEC has said that
the existing regulations will not be enforced.

See Attachment C..

35.  The two FEC rulings, dcscf.-ibed in § 29 by Ms. Scott are, to the best of Complai:nant"s
knowledge, In re Soros, MUR 5642, and In re WOSU Public Radio, MUR 6111.

36.  Neither MUR 5642, which involved allegedly illegal independent expenditures by Mr.
George Soros during the 2004 presidential election campaign and the CMC's hosting of one of

. Soros's presentations, nor MUR '6111, which involved whether WOSU and the CMC had

properly staged a candidate-debate, ruled that the CMC is some sort of "public. forum where
candidates or party representatives can appear and discuss ongoing campai_gns-" free from the
limitations spelled out in the FECA.

37.  In MUR 5642, the General Counsel urged "prosceutorial discretion” to justify not
pursuing the CMC even though pgppable cause existed as to Soros.

38. In MUR 6111, it was found that the CMC had properly employed pre-existing objective
criteria to stage its debate.

39.  The Supreme Court's decision in Citizens Uniled v. Federal Election Commission, 130 S.
Ct. 876 (2010), does not authbriz_e non-profit cotporations to make aontributians to candidates or
political parties. See, e.g., Ognibene v. Parkes, 671 F.3d 174, 195 n.21 (2d Cir.’2012) ("Citizens
United preserves the anti-corruption justification for regulating corporate. contributions, based.on
its clear distinction between expenditures and contributions, and the lack of an.express rejection
of the corporate ban, which has existed since the first federal camqmign finance law in 1907.").

40. The Ohio Republican Party is affiliated with the national Republican Party, which is
exp_ected to nominate Mitt. Romney for President in 2012 at its national .convention. Benneit
expressly referred to this fact 'i__n., the presentation he delivered at the forum described in § 10.

41.  The Ohio Democratic Party is affiliated with the national Democratic Party, which is
expected to nominate Barack Obama for President in 2012 at its national convention. Redfern

expressly referred to this fact in the presentation he delivered at the forum described in § 10.
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42.  As stated by both Bennett and Redfern at the discussion desciibeéd in § 10, once formally
nominated dt their respective national conventions, Romney and Obama will seérve as the
presidential candidates of the Ohio Republican Party and Ohio Democtatic Party, respectively.

43.  Robeit T. Bennett, as chair of the Ohio Republican Party, acted in his official capacity at
the forum described in § 10 and therefore was an agent or represeritative of the Ohio Republicair
Party and the Republican Party's presumed presidential candidite, Mitt Romney.

44.  Chris Redfern, as chair of the Ohio Democratic Party, acted in his official capacity at the
forum. described in § 10 and therefore was an agent or répreséritativé of the Ohio Democratic
Party and the Democratic Party's presumed presidential candidate, Barack Obania.

45.  Regulations passed hy the Federal Election Commission (FEC) allew corpnrations,
including non-profits, to invite candidates and their representatives to speak on campaign-related

matters to the argmnizations' "restricted class” niemberships. See 11 C.F.R. § 114.3(c)(2).! See
FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-1]l ... .

46.  Corporations, non-profits, and incorporated membership ol?'gani-zat‘ibns-, under cerfain

circumstances, are likewise authorized to invite candidates and their represeéntatives "to. address

or meet members and employees of the otrganization, -and their families, on the otganization's
premises or at a meeting, conventjon or other function of the organization.” 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(c).
See also 11. C.F.R. § 114.4(b)(1). Candidates may under these circumstances engage in
campaign-related speech. See FEC Advisery Opinion 1996-11.

47.  Non-profit corporations, including incorporated membérship @rganizations, may lawfully
sponsor, hold and broadcast candidates' debates (which necessarily include campaign-related
speech) and make these debates open to the general public, see, e:g.. 11 C.F.R. § 114(f), so long
as the corporations use publicly-stated, pre-existing, abjective critetia to select the candidates to
be included in the debates. '

48.  OQutside a properly staged -debate forinat, corporations, nen-profits, and incorporated
membership corporations ato prohibited by FEC regulations from invlting or allowing the
general publit to attend candidates' presentations that include campaign-related speech that they
(that is, the corporations, non-profits, and incorporated membership organizations) have
sponsored, authorized, organized; or otherwlse allowed. See PEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11; 11
C.F.R. § 114.4¢b)(1); 11 CF.R. § 114.4(e); |1 C.F.R. § 114.3(¢)(2).

49.  The prohibition described in § 48 extends to corporations', non-profits' and =incofporated
membership organizations' inviting candidates' and parties' agents and representatives, or any

“'Restricted class" membership includes members, their immediate families, and executive/administrative personnel

(and their families). It excludes unsaiaried émployees and the general public. Section 114.3(c)(2) also allows
incidenta) guests and inembers of the press to attend.
9
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other persons, to deliver campaign-related speech to a public dudience at an:event sponsored or
proinoted by corporations, non-profits and incorporated membership ‘organizations. -Sée FEC
Advisory Opinion 1996-i1.

VIOLATIONS

50. The Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) prohibits. corporations from making
contributions -or expenditures ‘jn,connection with” fedéral elections. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). The
FECA defines “contributiqn _,gr“.gxpenditurie" to include “any direct or indirect payment,
distribution, loan, advange, deposit, or gift of money, or any services, or anything of value to any
candidate, campaign commitlee, or. political party or organization.” fd. § 441b(b)(2)-(emphasis
added).

51.  FEC regulations state that the prohibition found in 2 U.S.C. § 441b include "anything of
value" given "to any political paity or conimiittee; organization, or-any other pefson ifi-conhection
with" a federal election. 11 C.F.R. § 114.1(a).

52. Outside a properly staged debate formiat,’ corporations (including nhon-profits and
incorpordled membership organizations) are prohibited by EEC regulations from inviting or
allowing the general public te:attend candidates' or political parties" presentations that include

campaign-related speech thaf' théy (that is, the corporations and incorporated membership

organizations) have sponsored, authorized, okganized, or otherwise allowed. See FEC Advisory
Opinion 1996-11; 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(b)(1); 11 C.F.R. § 114.4(¢); 11 C.F.R. § 114.3(c)(2).

53.  The Commiission has concluded that activities and speéeches are."campdign-related” when
they "involve (i) the solicitation, making or acceptarice of contributioris to the candidate’s
campaign, or (i) communications expressly advecating the nominatioi, election. or defeat of any
candidate.” FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. Both Bennett's and Redfein's presentations and

S Federal law, moreover, prohibits debate-sponsors, including non-profit corporations, from simply choosing the
"major" Democratic and Republican candidates for federal office to engage in debates. See Buchanan v. Federal
Election Commission; 112 F. Supp.2d 58, 74 (D.D.C. 2000) (quoting FEC statement). Thus, had the forum
described in § 10 been a true-debaté within the meaning of federal caiiipaign-finance laws, it still would have. likely
violated the FECA. ’

10




13044332577

responses to questions at the forum described in | 10 expressly advocated the election of their

respective candidates and the defeats of their oppoenernits.

54.  The Commission has found that "references to the speaker's campaign or to thé campaign
or qualifications of other candidaies would ohange thie chaiacter uf the appearance o one that is

for the purpose of influencing a Federal election.” FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11. Both

Redfern and Bennett made in their presentations and responses to questions at the forum
described in § 10 made repeated reférences to the campaigns and qualifications of their
respeclive candidates.

55.  The Commisslon has concluded that a combination of factors, including whether (1) the

“invitations to the speakers gg...,, based on their status as candidates," (2) "(t]he speeches
themselves will ... afford the candidates, or anyone else on their behdlf, an opportunity to
expressly advocate the electlon or defeat. of the speakcrs or .any other clearly identified
candidates, ur to solicit or coliett confribotions frorth attendees on behatf of thd candidate
speakers," (3) the event "involv[es] the discussion of campaign issues by the-candidate during s

‘campaigo,” and (4) "opposing candidates” will be invited and "givé[n] ... an opporturity to speals

or appear.” FEC Advisory Opinion 1996-11 (emphasis added).

56. The prohibitions an campaign-related speech at public events sponsored by corporations
extend not only to candidates, their parties, and agents/representotives, but also to "anyone else
on their behalf." See supra § 55;:FEC. Advisory Opinion 1996-11.

57.  The CMC vialated lhe rulcs and regulations described above by inviting the Republican. -
and Democratic Party chairs m 'Otiio to an alroost-hour-lopg public. forum oepen to the general
public, which was also subseqycntly stieamed to the general public; free-of:charge over the
Internet, to deliver campaign-reluted speech in cennectien with the upcoming 2012 presidential
election.

58. The CMC separately and indepéndently violated the FECA by making the forum
described in Y 10 avdilable in lts entirety to the general public over the Intornet free-of-charge.
See FEC Advisory Op.inion 1996-11.

59.  Because.campaign-related speech was delivored by the Ohio Republican Party and Ohie

Democtatic Party chairs at this almost-hcur-long pubfic-forum, both the Ohio Republican: Party

and the Ohio Democratic Party are complicit in the CMC's violation and are equally accountable.

See 2 US.C. § 441b(a) (prohlbmng “any candidate, political committee, or other person
knowingly to aceept or receive any coatribution prohibiteti by this seetion").

11
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DEMAND FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Complainant respectfully requests that the Commission investigate the
allegations contained in this Complaint, déclare that the Réspondehts aré in violation of the
Federal Election Campaign Act and applicable FEC regulations, and impose sanctions
commensurate with thése violatians. This includes attempting immédiate conciliation under 2
U.S.C. § 437g(4)(A), instituting proceedings in the United States District. Court for the Southarn

District of Ohio; see 2 U.S.C. § 437g(6)(A), and/or referring the matter to the Attorney Geneéral

of the United Statés for immediate prosecution. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(5)(C).

information and belief, true and correct.

Sworn pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

Mark Brown =

Sworn to and subscribed before me this%/4 day of June, 2012

NotaryPubhc

My commission expires:: g/,'l 7 /7L/ ]

12



13044332579

Past intraparty squabbles covered again at debate | The Columbus Dispatch ~~ " "~

BIPARTISAN EVENT DOWNTOWN

Past intraparty squabbles covered
again at debate

Bennett, Redfern also discuss presidentlal race

By Joe Vardon
Ttie Columbus Dispatch - Thuraday May 24,2012 5:47 AM

Cammeiits:- 0

Barack Obarma? Mitt
Romney?

Nah, try roiling
intraparty politicsand = ¥
cutthroat fights forthe -~ [N
chairmanship of both of |
Obio’s major political
parties.

as "P| ncm‘lendal I’ohtiu 0M° RQDU“QH cm'“.‘ A
in O-H-I-0" yesterday  Ohio.Democratic.Chisirmii Chrls Redfom spoke
bétweaa Dhio ‘yéslanday at the Athletic' Glub.

Demniocratic Chairman
Chris Redfein and Republican Chairman Robert T. Bennett eventually
found its way to Obama, Romney, bailouts, débt and contraceptives.

. But the Columbus-Metropolitdn Club debate began with the intraparty
squabbits on hoth sides that tesulted in Seunett suvceeding the ousted
Kevin DaWine séiiong Ropublicens anti Redfesn dwiatitrg back a challenge
from allies of former Attorney General Richard Cordray.

The debate moderatar, WOSII Public Mazdia aewe director Mike
Thompson, firstquizzed Bennett; who returned io lead Ghlo Republicans
aftei DéWine was forced out-in a public feud with Gov. Johin Kagich.

*There were some wounds there; are they starting to beal?” Thompson
asked, with 135 people ~both Republicans and Democrats — in the
‘audienee at the Athletic Club,

“I think President Obama is bringing the (Ohio Republican) party
togethar,” Bengett suid, denwiag laughtes.

Next question was to Radfern, whe was asked by Thompson how he beld
onto his job and DeWine lost his despite. overwhelming successes by
Republicans under DeWine in 2010 elections.

*“You should ask Doug Preisse,” Redfern fired back, referring to the
Franklin County Republican chairman and Kasich ally who helped
engineér DeWing'’s ouster. Preisge was soated fu thy audience yeaterday.

Somn snippets from the 53-minute debate:

« Beznett aaid the Obama-directed taxpayar bailout of General Motors and:
Chrysler was "a bad tliing,” arguing the same number of jobs would've
been saved bad the two compariies gone directly into bankriptey without
receiving governmient loans.

http://www.dispateh.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-cover...

" Page 1ot 2
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Past intraparty squabbles covered again at debate | The Columbus Dispaich

Democrats, the United Auto Workers and economists argue'that both
companies would have collapsed withoul the Joany, taking the supply
chain, Ford Motor Co. and foreign ecompanicslike Honda with them. They
also say the private trudit maoket hed dried up wnil private-eqnity. firans.
suuh ag Bain Copital, whish Romney fornewrly ran, were nbt willing to loan
GM and Chrysler cash,

« Bennett later said he would “be very surprised if we have a gender gap,”
with- more women voting for Obama than Romney. Most polling data so
far shows a large gender gap i this election race, with. Quinnipiac
Univérsity’s lutest Ohio pdll slicwing an 11-pbint edge for Obama among
womén,

"=~~. » Redfarn said "more Oliloans are working taday than there were in

January of-2009 when (Obama's) hand came off the Bible.” Obama’s
inaugnmtion was Jan, 20, 20119, Ascording to the Buseau of Labor
Statistics, there were 5,204,100 employees in:Ohio that menth, and
5,137,900 88 of April 2012, for.a drop of 66,200 emplayees.

jvardon@dispatch.com

@jocvardun

Favorite Print-Story Emall

Ads by Yahoo!

Stock Market News & Info
‘Today's Hot Stock Picks, Bnomm;hdmms&um@nl’mnhm
(www.OTCStockPick.com)

We Neod Story Wirlters

Publish, be read, and cam money. Start writing stosies Instantlyt
(www.blogit.com)

Share Your Writing

Share your siaries, poems & books. Feedback, Writing Contests and Fun.
(FanStory.com)

S3yr Old Woman, Losia 25
Hmmnhnnﬂhmmnutlwmddodn
(wiriw.ConsumerLifestyleMag,com)

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/05/24/past-intraparty-squabbles-cover...
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Columbus Metropolitan Club - CMC - Wed. May 23; Presidential Politics in O<H:1-0™ "~
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State Party Chairmen Debate Top Issues Going Inito Election | WOSU News - WOSU Pu...

mt a t*-'ﬂ-m'ﬁ cuetam. harn in Nhig that frankly was lacking during
ﬂ \ﬁg tine that ?rl \.l.\.‘.P R .Ngv!ﬁ. chubh(.an Party h'c sﬂ@ﬂt“'&iﬂlﬂ""

e gekting 16 kiow Mr. BERRGH, Chalrman Behinett.
Bennett then interrupted by saying “history tends to repeat itself in politics.”

The.chairmen spent most of their time beface the Columbus Metropolitan Club.
talking-national politics. Bennett was asked if he’s pleased with Mitt'Romney asthe
GOP presidential nominee.

“Absolutely,” Bennett said. “I think he's...he will appesl to not only the social
conservatives and the fiscal conservatives and the Tea Party people within the
party, But he'l] be able to reach out and atiract a number of indépendents:”

And Redfern said he’s nlso happy-with Barack Obama as a president and a
candidate. .

“The president's leadership and the leadersliip of those ivha joined him in the
Congress have meant that more Ohioans are working today than there were in
January 2009 when his hand came off the Bible:

“There are.thore Ohioans today covered by hedlth care when thers were when the
president’s-hand came off the Bible: And I think we sheuld all.celebrateé that.”

Bennott coumered by snying thers are mora people unttaployed in Ohdn than when
Obara sack office,

The unemployment rate released by the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services was 8.8 percent in January 2009 compared to-7.5 percent:now. But that’s
just one-area where the chairmcn have different views and use competing facts,

For example —the bailout of the automakers.

Redfuen saié withoot it, thmusands would be witheut jobs, whila Bannatt said the
free market needs to control the economy, not the government. Redfern said
Obama is respansible for the economy and the steady decrease in unemployment,
but. Bennett said Obama should also take. credit for huge financial problems in
California and Illinoin.

Bennett said he doesn't think social issues will drive the election - he thinks the
economy will,

*It’s nat going to be anything else. It's not going to be the socisl issues — they're
important.

*“They're important as part of your-coalition. But 1 think when it comes:right down
to it, people arc.going to ask themselves, ‘am [ better off today than I was four years
ago?' And you look 2t the prainises that were made by the president, and shihost.
cvery one of themn have been broken.”

But Redfern said he doesn't mind discussing social issues , including marriage
equality and access to birth control.

“We guarantee through healtit care prilicies the righi for men ta seck and acquire

Viagra, but weilon’t dllow womien acéesa to contraception, And we are having this
(debate in2012, and Bob is asked rhetorically, I hope, Mike, whether he's pleased.

with bis neminee, ¥ arn.”
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Published on Jun'1,.2012 by adrewbart
Presidential Politics.in O-H--0O

For Ohloans, closed streets and barricades extend beyond the canstruction
season, they're:aiso part'of the nationel election season. With Ohio continuing
to bo'a key swing state, thers:is the.expeciation‘of muitiple visits from both
presidental candidates between.now and the November election. As
Ohloans, R'gives-us a small-sense-of pride that to get the extra attention, but:
what makes. CGlito 80 important to #lé.nationd) electoml soane?

Long-timis "prilciins” and iiate chalinnen nf-their.cuspaniion arihes, Damixnat
Cheis Riuiarh and @mpissican Bob Barnalt i shiws th: sizap for 3
discusaion. moderstnd hy:WOSU Puklic Meifia'e sawa directar Mixe
‘Thompsan st the May 23 CMC hurichec fasim.

How do the state party organizations work with tie national election
commiitess?

With limitadd ime (etthough & seems like forever), whete are the palitical
opersitives difecting Thair efforts? ¥e superpacs ef.2012 will be sending thelr
OWN (Resseges Wiy letass, canmdiles ane purwL; but will this uniimited
influx of money change the-political.game?

The stakes aré’high inChio. especially for Bob Bennett since @ Republican
has never-wsi a-presidantial slection:without winning Ohio. Following @
récent shake-up in the Ohlo GOP leddership, Benriett is sérving.as chairman
mllt afler a three-yeer break. Praviously he lield that position as the fongest

utvim chainman of the CHIS Republican Party, leading the organization from
1968 - 2009.

A fomaen Obio Sude Reywinmmninkian inthe 20tk oisirict, Retiom ias besn
chair of e Ohin Dimacimtic Faty.siis. 2215, His leadanitie sirategy tias
bmnhcdnmmnd!motuiowurlu M]wmﬂmm
fypes or geography of voters but on:all’ Ohioans.

The, baxing gloves may. be offto.the side.of the podium but Bennett.and
Redfem will have their “game oi.” This:CMC forum promises o offera
glimpse what'to expect in Ohlo this upcoming presidential' electiori season.

0 tikes, O dislikes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqYbnd3wWIM
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